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Abstract

This paper presents a checklist of Orthoptera occurring in Albania with an
overview of their distribution in the 12 districts of the country. This list is the
result of published and unpublished data by various entomologists studying
the country’s fauna. This list is a first stage before the publication of the
results of the assessments of threatened species (National Red List) that the
authors are currently carrying out. Only valid species are taken into account
in this checklist. The new taxa discovered but not yet described and
published are not included in the list. When it makes sense, we mention the
subspecies, especially when more than one subspecies occur in Albania. This
checklist includes also taxa not yet found in the country but found at less
than 1km of the border when the habitat is similar on both sides. A total of
188 species is recorded but 4 species have not been confirmed recently.

Key words: Orthoptera, distribution, overview, Albania .
Pérmbledhje

Ky punim paraget njé listé té llojeve Orthoptera gé referohen pér Shqipériné,
me té dhéna té shpérndarjes sé tyre né 12 garget e vendit. Kjo listé éshté


mailto:lemonniergeem@gmail.com

266 JNS 37/2025

rezultat i té dhénave té publikuara dhe té papublikuara nga entomologé té
ndryshém qé studiojné faunén e vendit.

Kjo listé paraget té dhéna té fazés paraprake, pérpara publikimit té
rezultateve té vlerésimeve té llojeve té kércénuara (Lista e Kuge Kombétare)
gé autorét po kryejné aktualisht. Vetém llojet gé jané té pranuara
taksonomikisht jané dhéné né kété listé. Llojet e reja té zbuluara, por té pa
pérshkruara dhe publikuara ende, nuk jané referuar né kété listé. Né disa
raste kemi refruar edhe nénllojin, sidomos kur né Shqipéri takohen mé
shumé se njé nénlloj pér llojin e referuar. Kjo listé referon gjithashtu edhe
lloje gé nuk jané takuar né Shqipéri, por gé takohen né mé pak se 1 km nga
kufiri Shqgipérisé, né rastet kur habitati éshté i ngjashém né té dyja anét e
kufirit. Gjithsej referohen 188 lloje, por 4 lloje nuk jané konfirmuar kohét e
fundit.

Fjalé kyce: Orthoptera, shpérndarje, listé llojoje, Shqipéri.

Introduction

The Orthoptera fauna of Albania has been poorly studied until the last
decade (Puskas 2016). Due to its geographical location in the south-western
Balkans, the country hosts a great diversity of habitats, from the sea coast to
high mountains. As part of our work on the National Red List of Orthoptera,
this checklist is a first step.

As the country is affected by major changes related to its development, the
knowledge of an initial status of the orthopteran fauna is of utmost
importance, although we have a poor visibility of the changes in the natural
habitats that have occurred over the past decades. This checklist includes
information on the geographical presence of each species in the twelve
districts of the country.

Albania is primarily a mountainous country, with many peaks over 2000m
high. The rest of the country, about 30%, is made up of alluvial plains and
vast plateaus. It also has a western coastline overlooking the Adriatic Sea
and, in its southernmost part, the lonian Sea.

The climate overview of the country is shown in figure 1, the climate data
are taken from https://koppen.earth/. This map is based on the Koppen-
Geiger climate classes as described in Beck et al. (2023) and codified with 3
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letters. The first letter is the type of climate, the second is the rainfall type,
and the third is relative to temperature characteristics.

The western and southern part of the country is under Cs (a or b according to
altitude) which means a hot temperate climate with dry summer (i.e.
Mediterranean). It concerns the counties of Vloré, Gjirokastér, Fier, and the
lowlands of all the other counties. In extreme higher altitudes of the Cs area,
the climate type is Ds (b to ¢ according to altitude) which means a cold
climate with dry summer. The mountains of northern and eastern parts of the
country have no dry season we note a transition to colder and wetter climates
following the shape of the mountains. Therefore the main classification of
these parts are Cf (a or b according to altitude) which means a hot temperate
climate without dry season, and higher in the mountains Df (b to ¢ according
to altitude) which means cold climate without dry season.

Material and Methods
The data were collected as follows:

1. The unpublished personal data of the authors collected after the year
2000.

2. Recent unpublished data provided to us by colleagues.

3. The recent data published in scientific journals after the year 2000

(Karaman et al., 2011; Lemonnier-Darcemont et al., 2015; Lemonnier-
Darcemont & Darcemont, 2016; Karaman et al., 2014; Rabl & Kunz, 2018;
Heller et al., 2021; Kocinski et al, 2022; Lemonnier-Darcemont et al, 2022;
Lemonnier-Darcemont & Darcemont, 2023a; Lemonnier-Darcemont &
Darcemont, 2023b; Celohoxhaj et al, 2024; Lemonnier-Darcemont et al,
2024; Subashaj et al, 2024).

4. The data recorded on shared websites such as observation.org or
inaturalist.org, when the confirmation of the observation is beyond doubt.
5. The older data from the literature and specimens from national

history museums (Ebner, 1910; Karny, 1918; Berland & Chopard, 1922;
Csiki, 1922; Ramme, 1951; Ragge, 1956; Cejchan, 1957; Cejchan, 1963;
Harz, 1967; Kaltenbach, 1967; Harz, 1969; Murraj et al, 1971; Harz, 1975).
6. Occurrence data outside of the country but at less than 1 km from the
border and where the habitat is more or less similar on both sides of the
border.
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Figure 1. Overview of the climate of Albania
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All data analysed were georeferenced enabling us to create maps of
occurence. However, in this checklist, presence/absence is indicated per
county; the map of the twelve counties (= districts) of Albania is shown in
figure 2, with S=Shkodér, Ku=Kukés, L=Lezhé, Di=Dibér, Du=Durrés,
T=Tirana, E=Elbasan, F=Fier, B=Berat, Ko=Korc¢é, V=Vloré, G=Girokastér.

We followed the taxonomic nomenclature used by Orthoptera Species File
(Cigliano et al., 2024).

=

&
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Figure 2. Map of the 12 counties of Albania
Results

The table 1 shows the overview of the species richness of the country and
also per county. We note 188 species with 3 endemic species, however four
species have not been found recently. This total of 188 could decrease to 184
if these four species are now considered as locally extinct. However, this
total will increase thanks to discoveries of new species, at least two are under
description. We also note that four species occur in the country with two
different subspecies.

Table 1. Overview of species richness, the threshold between old and recent
data is year 2000. The column old data refers to old unconfirmed data.

Number of species
Recentdata Olddata Total

Albania 183 5 188
per counties:

Shkodér 99 8 108
Kukés 84 11 95
Lezhé 51 2 53
Dibér 87 1 88
Durrés 64 3 67
Tirana 41 12 53
Elbasan 65 4 69
Fier 41 1 42
Berat 52 1 53
Korgé 92 1 93
Vloré 97 0 97
Girokastér 85 0 85
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The Checklist of occurrences or potential occurrences per county is shown in
the following table (Table 2). Some names of taxa in the literature have been
excluded from the list if these taxa have been subject to taxonomic
separation after the date of publication of the literature.

The black square indicates a recently recorded presence in a county, a light
grey square indicates that the record is older (< year 2000) and the species is
not recently found. The square with lateral stripes indicates that the species
may be present in the county because it was found outside the country
boundary at a distance of less than 1 km.
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Table 2. Checklist of species with comments and overall distribution

Family / Subfamily / Tribe
Species (or subspecies)
Acrididae / Acridinae / Acridini

Presence (counties)

Comment

|A crida ungarica (Herbst, 1786)

Acrididae / Calliptaminae

Calliptamus italicus (Linnaeus, 1758)

Paracaloptenus caloptenoides caloptenoides (Brunner von Wattenwyl, 1861)

Acrididae / Cyrtacanthacridinae / Cyrtacanthacridini

|Anacr'£a’ium aegyptium (Linnaeus, 1764)

Acrididae / Eyprepocnemidinae / Eyprepocnemidini

Ku

Ku

Ku

Ku

Di|Du[ T| E

Di

Di

Di

Du

Du

Du

B |Ko

Ko

Ko

Ko

v

|.’;:w)repoc‘nenris plorans plorans (Charpentier, 1825)

Acrididae / Gomphocerinae / Arcypterini

Arcyptera fusca (Pallas, 1773)

Arcyptera labiata (Brullé, 1832)

Ku

Di

Ko

Arcyptera microptera microptera (Fischer von Waldheim, 1833)

Acrididae / Gomphocerinae / Chrysochraontini

Ku

Di

Du

Ko

Chrysochraon dispar dispar (Germar, 1834)

Chrysochraon dispar giganteus Harz, 1975

Euchorthippus declivus (Brisout de Barneville, 1848)

Euchorthippus pulvinatus (Fischer von Waldheim, 1846)

Euthystira brachyptera (Ocskay, 1826)

Acrididae / Gomphocerinae / Dociostaurini

Dociostaurus brevicollis (Eversmann, 1848)

Dociostaurus genei (Ocskay, 1832)

Dociostaurus maroccanus (Thunberg, 1815)

Acrididae / Gomphocerinae / Gomphocerini

Chorthippus apricarius apricarius (Linnaeus, 1758)

Chorthippus biguttulus biguttulus (Linnaeus, 1758)

Chorthippus biguttulus euhedickei Helversen, 1989

Chorthippus dichrous (Eversmann, 1859)

Chorthippus dorsatus dorsatus (Zetterstedt, 1821)

Chorthippus maritimus Mistshenko, 1951

Chorthippus mollis mollis (Charpentier, 1825)

Chorthippus oschei Helversen, 1986

Chorthippus vagans dissimilis Willemse, Helversen & Odg, 2009

Ku

Ku

Di

Di

Du

Du

Ko

1918

Ko

1951

*1

Chorthippus willemsei Harz, 1971

Gomphocerippus rufus (Linnaeus, 1758)

Gomphocerus sibiricus sibiricus (Linnaeus, 1767)

Myrmeleotettix maculatus (Thunberg, 1815)

Pseudochorthippus parallelus tenuis (Brullé, 1832)

Stauroderus scalaris scalaris (Fischer von Waldheim, 1846)
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S|Kuf L[DifDul T|E|[F|[B[Ko| V]G

[Ramburiella turcomana (Fischer von Waldheim, 1833)

Acrididae / Gomphocerinae / Stenobothrini

Omocestus haemorrhoidalis haemorrhoidalis (Charpentier, 1825)

Omocestus minutus (Brullé, 1832)

Omocestus petraeus (Brisout de Barneville, 1856)

Omocestus rufipes (Zetterstedt, 1821)

Omocestus viridulus (Linnacus, 1758)

Stenobothrus clavatus Willemse, 1979

Stenobothrus fischeri fischeri (Eversmann, 1848)

Stenobothrus lineatus lineatus (Panzer, 1796)

Stenobothrus nigromaculatus nigromaculatus (Herrich-Schiffer, 1840)

Stenobothrus rubicundulus Kruseman & Jeckel, 1967

Stenobothrus stigmaticus (Rambur, 1838)

Acrididae / Melanoplinae / Podismini

S|Ku| L[Di|Dul T|E|F|B|Ko| V|G

Miramella albanica Mistshenko, 1952

Miramella irena (Fruhstorfer, 1921)

Odontopodisma albanica Ramme, 1951

Oropodisma macedonica Ramme, 1951

Peripodisma ceraunii Lemonnier-Darcemont & Darcemont, 2015

Endemic

Peripodisma llofizii Lemonnier-Darcemont & Darcemont, 2015

Endemic

Peripodisma tymphii Willemse, 1972

Podisma pedestris (Linnaeus, 1758)

Acrididae / Oedipodinae / Acrotylini

w

Ku[ L|Di[Duf T|E|F|B[Ko|V]|G

Acrotylus insubricus (Scopoli, 1786)

Acrotvlus longipes longipes (Charpentier, 1845)

Acrotylus patruelis (Herrich-Schiiffer, 1838)

Acrididae / Oedipodinae / Epacromiini

Aiolopus strepens (Latreille, 1804)

Aiolopus thalassinus thalassinus (Fabricius, 1781)

S|Ku| L|Di|Duf T|E| F|B|Ko| V|G

Paracinema tricolor bisignata (Charpentier, 1825)

1918

Acrididae / Oedipodinae / Locustini

Locusta migratoria migratoria (Linnaeus, 1758)

Qedaleus decorus (Germar, 1825)

Psophus stridulus (Linnaeus, 1758)

Acrididae / Oedipodinae / Oedipodini

Celes variabilis variabilis (Pallas, 1771)

Oedipoda caerulescens (Linnaeus, 1758)

Oedipoda meridionalis Ramme, 1913 (= Q. germanica meridionalis )

Oedipoda miniata miniata (Pallas, 1771)

Acrididae / Oedipodinae / Parapleurini

Stethophyma grossum (Linnaeus, 1758)

Acrididae / Oedipodinae / Sphingonotini

Sphingonotus caerulans (Linnaeus, 1767)

Sphingonotus personatus (Zanon, 1926)

Acrididae / Pezotettiginae

|Pe’:ore£{r’x giornae (Rossi, 1794)

Acrididae / Tropidopolinae / Tropidopolini

|Tmpm’n.rm.’n graeca graeca Uvarov, 1926
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bl

|N0(’umcris bulgaricus (Ebner & Drenowski, 1930)

Pamphagidae / Thrinchinae / Thrinchini

[Prionotropis willemsorum Massa & Unal, 2015

Tetrigidae / Tetriginae / Tetrigini

Paratettix meridionalis (Rambur, 1838)

Tetrix bipunctata (Linnaeus, 1758) (= T. kraussii)

Tetrix bolivari Saulcy, 1901

Tetrix ceperoi (Bolivar, 1887)

Tetrix depressa Brisout de Barneville, 1848

Tetrix subulata (Linnaeus, 1758)

Tetrix tenuicornis (Sahlberg, 1891)

Tridactylidae / Tridactylinae

Xva pfaendleri Harz, 1970

Xya variegata (Latreille, 1809)

Gryllidae / Gryllinae / Gryllini

Acheta domesticus (Linnaeus, 1758)

Gryllus bimaculatus De Geer, 1773

Gryilus campestris Linnaeus, 1758

Melanogryvilus desertus (Pallas, 1771)

Svercus palmetorum (Krauss, 1902)

Gryllidae / Gryllinae / Modicogryllini

|ETIm()dfC(Jgfj’”?lS bordigalensis bordigalensis (Latreille, 1804)

Gryllidae / Gryllomorphinae / Gryllomorphini

Gryllomorpha albanica Ebner, 1910

Gryllomorpha dalmatina (Ocskay, 1832)

1909

Gryllidae / Gryllomorphinae / Petaloptilini

Ovaliptila newmanae (Harz, 1969)

Ovaliptila willemsei (Karaman, 1975)

Gryllidae / Oecanthinae / Oecanthini

Oecanthus dulcisonans Gorochov, 1993

Qecanthus pellucens pellucens (Scopoli, 1763)

Gryllotalpidae / Gryllotalpinae / Gryllotalpini

Gryllotalpa grvllotalpa (Linnaeus, 1758)

Gryllotalpa krimbasi Baccetti, 1992 or G. stepposa Zhantiev, 1991

Myrmecophilidae / Myrmecophilinae / Myrmecophilini

|errmecophi.’us sp. (to be identified)

Mogoplistidae / Mogoplistinae / Arachnocephalini

Arachnocephalus vestitus Costa, 1855

Pseudomogoplistes squamiger (Fischer, 1853)

Mogoplistidae / Mogoplistinae / Mogoplistini

Mogoplistes brunneus Serville, 1838

Paramogoplistes novaki (Krauss, 1888)

Trigonidiidae / Nemobiinae / Pteronemobiini

|Pferonemobiz|5 heydenii heydenii (Fischer, 1853)

Trigonidiidae / Trigonidiinae / Trigonidiini

Natula averni (Costa, 1855)

Trigonidium cicindeloides Rambur, 1838

Rhaphidophoridae / Troglophilinae

Troglophilus cavicola (Kollar, 1833)

Troglophilus lazaropolensis Karaman, 1958

Troglophilus ovuliformis Karny, 1907

Troglophilus zorae Karaman & Pavicevic, 2011
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|Braa’)4'porus dasypus (Illiger, 1800)

Tettigoniidae / Bradyporinae / Ephippigerini

Dinarippiger discoidalis (Fieber, 1853)

Ephippiger ephippiger (Fiebig, 1784)

Uromenus dyrrhachiacus (Karny, 1918)

Endemic

Tettigoniidae / Conocephalinae / Conocephalini

Conocephalus conocephalus (Linnaeus, 1767)

Conocephalus ebneri Harz, 1966

Conocephalus fuscus (Fabricius, 1793)

Conocephalus kisi Harz, 1967

Tettigoniidae / Conocephalinae / Copiphorini

|Rmp0ifa nitidula (Scopoli, 1786)

Tettigoniidae / Meconematinae / Meconematini

|Mecanema thalassinum (De Geer, 1773)

Tettigoniidae / Phaneropterinae / Acrometopini

|Acmmelapa macropoda (Burmeister, 1838)

Tettigoniidae / Phaneropterinae / Barbitistini

Andreiniimon nuptialis (Karny, 1918)

Barbitistes ocskayi Charpentier, 1850

Barbitistes yersini Brunner von Wattenwyl, 1878

Isophyva modestior Brunner von Wattenwyl, 1882

Isophya speciosa (Frivaldszky, 1868)

Leptophyes albovittata (Kollar, 1833)

Leptophyes laticauda (Frivaldszky, 1868)

Leptophves punctatissima (Bosc, 1792)

Metaplastes ornatus (Ramme, 1931)

Poecilimon affinis (Frivaldszky, 1868)

Poecilimon affinis komareki Cejchan, 1957

Poecilimon albolineatus Ingrisch & Pavicevic, 2010

Poecilimon ampliatus Brunner von Wattenwyl, 1878

Poecilimon brunneri (Frivaldszky, 1868)

Poecilimon chopardi Ramme, 1933

Poecilimon ebneri Ramme, 1933

Poecilimon gracilioides Willemse & Heller, 1992

Poecilimon gracilis (Fieber, 1853)

Poecilimon hoelzeli Harz, 1966

Poecilimon jonicus (Fieber, 1853)

Poecilimon lasicae/mehmedbegovici Pavicevic, 2024

Poecilimon nonveilleri Ingrisch & Pavicevic, 2010

Poecilimon obesus Brunner von Wattenwyl, 1878

Poecilimon ornatus (Schmidt, 1850)

Poecilimon pseudornatus Ingrisch & Paviéevié, 2010

Poecilimon soulion Willemse, 1987

Poecilimon thoracicus (Fieber, 1853)

Poecilimon werneri Ramme, 1933

Poecilimon zimmeri Ramme, 1933

Polysarcus denticauda (Charpentier, 1825)

Tettigoniidae / Phaneropterinae / Phaneropterini

Phaneroptera falcata (Poda, 1761)

1956

Phaneroptera nana Fieber, 1853

Tettigoniidae / Phaneropterinae / Tylopsidini

[Twlopsis lilifolia (Fabricius, 1793)
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Di

Du

Saga campbelli Uvarov, 1921

Saga hellenica Kaltenbach, 1967

Saga natoliae Serville, 1838

Saga pedo (Pallas, 1771)

Tettigoniidae / Tettigoniinae / Decticini

Decticus albifrons (Fabricius, 1775)

Decticus verrucivorus verrucivorus (Linnaeus, 1758)

Tettigoniidae / Tettigoniinae / Gampsocleidini

i{Du

i {Du

[Gampsocleis abbreviata ebneri Uvarov, 1921

Tettigoniidae / Tettigoniinae / Pholidopterini

Eupholidoptera schmidti (Fieber, 1861)

Pholidoptera aptera karnyi Ebner, 1908

Pholidoptera dalmatica (Krauss, 1879)

Pholideptera ebneri Ramme, 1931

Pholidoptera fallax (Fischer, 1853)

Pholidoptera femorata (Fieber, 1853)

Pholideptera frivaldszkyi (Herman, 1871)

Pholidoptera griseoaptera (De Geer, 1773)

Pholidoptera macedonica macedonica Ramme, 1928

Psorodonotus macedonicus Ramme, 1931

Tettigoniidae / Tettigoniinae / Platycleidini

S |Ku| L |Di|Du

Anterastes serbicus Brunner von Wattenwyl, 1882

Bicolorana bicolor (Philippi, 1830)

B | Ko

v

Bucephaloptera bucephala (Brunner von Wattenwyl, 1882)

Incertana incerta (Brunner von Wattenwyl, 1882)

Metrioptera prenjica (Burr, 1899)

Modestana ebneri ebneri (Ramme, 1926)

Modestana ebneri excurvata (Willemse, 1975)

Modestana modesta (Fieber, 1853)

1922

Pachytrachis frater (Brunner von Wattenwyl, 1882)

Pachytrachis gracilis (Brunner von Wattenwyl, 1861)

Pachytrachis striolatus (Fieber, 1853)

Platycleis affinis affinis Fieber, 1853

Platycleis escalerai escalerai Bolivar, 1899

Platycleis grisea (Fabricius, 1781)

Platycleis intermedia intermedia (Serville, 1838)

Rhacocleis germanica (Herrich-Schiiffer, 1840)

Roeseliana ambitiosa (Uvarov, 1924)

Roeseliana epirotica Lemonnier-Darcemont & Darcemont, 2023

Sepiana sepium (Yersin, 1854)

Tessellana carinata (Berland & Chopard, 1922)

Tessellana orina (Burr, 1899)

Vichetia oblongicollis (Brunner von Wattenwyl, 1882)

Yersinella raymondii (Yersin, 1860)

Tettigoniidae / Tettigoniinae / Tettigoniini

Tettigonia balcanica Chobanov & Lemonnier-Darcemont, 2014

Tettigonia caudata (Charpentier, 1845)

Tettigonia viridissima (Linnacus, 1758)

In the column “Comment”, when a year is indicated, this means the last year

of observation of the species.
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Other comments are:

*1 More material is required to refine at ssp level.

*2 They differ in number of chromosomes only (lorgu et al., 2016)
*3 The distribution is supposed to be wider.

*4 The status of ssp. has to be clarified.

*5 The taxonomy among these two species needs to be refined.

Discussion and conclusion

The checklist of species occurring in Albania has increased drastically thanks
to the studies carried out in the last decades and will continue to increase
thanks to the new taxa discovered recently. In addition, we expect to find in
Albania some of the species currently found in neighbouring countries, in
areas close to Albania. However, some species or subspecies have been
described from Albania and have never been found during the recent
decades. This is the case of Chrysochraon dispar giganteus and
Gryllomorpha albanica. Some species have not been found again in their
type locality, such as Conocephalus kisi, Conocephalus ebneri,
Andreiniimon nuptialis. Other species have been mentioned in old
publications such as Paracinema tricolor, but have not been found in the
country recently. Land use, especially in the lowlands, has increased
drastically in recent decades, much of the coast is being converted for
tourism, and in the mountains the gathering of medicinal plants has been
intensified (Muharremaj, 2016). All of these factors pose a threat to the
species, especially those living in wetlands and along the coast.

However, the low intensity of studies makes us think that we could find or
re-find some species in the future. Accomplishing new field studies is
important for two reasons: to help refine the accuracy of the assessments of
the species status (Red List) and to find some refuges where the habitats are
currently not threatened. This last point is a key input for possible
conservation actions and discussions with stakeholders for the preservation
of habitats hosting threatened species.
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